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• intersectoral business 

association

• Founded in 1873

• 1100 members in ZH, 

ZG und SH

• 16 staff

• 31 board members

Zurich Chamber of Commerce



Zurich Chamber of Commerce

• Voice of business 

• In care of the business location 

Goal: business friendly environment



The Swiss Economy…

…enviably fit:

source: S-GE (2016)



Business and Financial Centre 

Zurich and Industry 4.0

 strengths and weaknesses?



source: 20min (2016)



Strengths

+ Highly innovative 

+ highly skilled labour force, easy access to 

top universities and research institutes

+ high service quality / mentality

+ internationally connected

+ stability and legal security

+ (low public debt)





“In the last two years, Swiss voters have accepted one 

popular initiative that aims to limit immigration into the country 

and another that gives shareholders a say on managers’ 

compensation. Switzerland is adding to the uncertainty by 

overhauling the way it taxes corporations...”



Weaknesses

- «traditional slowness» / unwillingness to 

reform

- FinTech: need for catching up

- access to world markets/ relationship CH -

EU
- referendum against mass immigration

- TTIP



Quelle: Tagesanzeiger (11.02.2016)

Quelle: Technopark (März 2016)

Quelle: NZZ (29.06.2016)



Weaknesses

tax system

- implementation of Corporate Tax Reform 

(CTR) III

- withholding tax



Weaknesses

- independence of the Swiss National Bank 

is questioned

- relaxation of mortgage criteria



Our answers

 enhancing strengths

 tackling weaknesses



Enhancing strengths

 strengthening quality of location 

 promoting innovation

Switzerland Innovation Park Zurich



Tackling weaknesses

moderate implementation of referendum on 

mass immigration

 new initiatives (e.g. Swiss FinTech

Innovations)



Corporate Tax Reform (CTR) III

effective tax on earnings charge 
of enterprises



Corporate Tax Reform (CTR) III
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Tackling weaknesses

tax system

 taxation of start-up firms

 withholding tax

Accept short-term deficiency in receipts



Is Zurich fit for Industry 4.0?

 partly! There is need for action

 firms have to be fit – government sets the 

framework



Zürcher Handelskammer

www.zhk.ch

Selnaustrasse 32

8022 Zürich

http://www.zhk.ch/

